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Unit 1 

Founders- leaders who helped found, or establish, the United States

natural rights- the rights we are born with: life, liberty, and property

state of nature- a situation in which there is no government, rules, or laws

*republican government- government in which the power is held by the people who
elect representatives to run the government

*common good-  what is best for the community as w hole

civic virtue- putting the common good above individual interest

*constitutional government-  in a constitutional government there are limits on the power of the leaders

direct democracy- a system of government in which the people participate directly in decision-making

*Declaration of Independence- statement that listed the basic principles of democracy.  It gave reasons why the colonists wanted to be independent from Britain and their complaints against King George III

*constitution- set of rules and laws that explain how a government is organized and how it should be run

We the People Vocabulary

Unit 2

Articles of Confederation—the first American constitution, loosely tied the states together
Framers—the delegates that designed the Constitution

Northwest Ordinance—law that established the steps by which a territory could become a state.

Philadelphia Convention- The meeting where the Framers wrote the U.S. Consitution

Great Compromise- The plan that said Congress should have two houses.  (Senate and House of Representatives)

House of Representatives- One house of the U.S. Congress—membership is based on the population of the state

Senate—One house of Congress; each state has two elected members.  

Three-fifths clause- the Framers’ compromise about slavery.  It counted slaves as 3/5 of a person to determine a state’s number of representatives in the House of Representatives.
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Preamble-  the introduction to the U.S. Constitution (“We the People…”)

*Separation of powers- the power of government is divided among three branches

*Legislative branch- branch of government that passes the laws (Congress)

*Judicial branch- the branch of government that reviews or interprets laws; they have the authority to settle disagreements about the laws (Courts)

*Executive branch-  branch of government, headed by the President, that carries out and enforces the laws made by Congress

*Congress- the Senate and the House of Representatives make the laws

*Supreme court- highest court in the U.S.; the 9 justices interpret the law

*Balance of power- no one branch of government is given too much power; responsibilities are split between the branches

*Checking power- the branches can “check” or limit the power of the other branches

Federal system-  government in which power is divided between national and state governments

Federal courts- courts of the national government- deal with problems between states and with the Constitution

Federal government- another name for our national government 

*Judicial review-  the power of the courts to decide whether the U.S. Constitution allows a certain law or action of the legislative or executive branches

Cabinet- the leaders in the executive branch who advise the President

*Interpret- decide the meaning of something (the judicial branch must decide the meaning of laws and the Constitution)
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Bill of Rights- the first ten amendments to the Constitution; The government must protect these basic rights

Amendment- a change or addition to a document 

First Amendment- protects our five basic freedoms


RAPPS: Religion, Assembly, Petition, Press, and Speech

Freedom of Religion- Congress cannot set up an official religion for our country; Congress cannot stop you from holding any religious beliefs; the government cannot unfairly  limit your freedom to practice your religion
Right of  Assembly- the right to meet with others to discuss your beliefs, ideas, or feelings

Right of Petition- the right to ask the government to correct things you think are wrong and or do things you believe are needed  

Freedom of the Press- the right to read and write whatever you wish
Freedom of Speech- the right to share your opinions and beliefs
Civil Rights Movement- During the 1950s and 1960s, people worked to change unfair laws and protect the rights of African Americans and other minority groups
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Citizen-  member of an official political body, such as a nation or a state

Naturalized citizens- people that were born outside of the United States but have become a U.S. citizen by completing the process and taking a test

Common good- good of the community as a whole

Participation in government

· Be educated and informed

· Discuss the actions of our government with others

· Protect your rights and the rights of others

· Contact to members of government (letters, email, phone)

· Volunteer in your community 

Rights and responsibilities

· Obey laws

· Pay Taxes

· Serve on Juries (participate in a trial)

· Register for Selective Service (sign up for the military)

· Citizens have the right and responsibility to vote (beginning at 18) and influence the decisions of the government.

