2012 Ohio High School Mock Trial

State of Ohio vs. Storm Jackson

Mock Trial Rules of Evidence

Corresponds with  the Competition Overview for Judges
	Rule
	Page
	Title
	Details

	
	
	Extrapolations
	Rules Unique to Mock Trial (RUMT)

	RUMT I
	23
	Direct
	Witness limited to facts given in the case materials

	RUMT I
	23
	Cross
	Ok if there is no conflict with case materials

	
	
	Other Rules
	Unique to Mock Trial

	RUMT II
	24
	Direct Examination
	May NOT lead witness; may refresh recollection (under rule 612); ask about first-hand knowledge

	RUMT II
	24
	Cross Examination
	Can lead witness; ask any relevant fact, may impeach witness

	RUMT II
	24
	Redirect
	Limited to issues raised by cross examination

	RUMT II
	25
	Recross
	Limited to issues raised by redirect examination

	RUMT III
	25
	Hostile Witness Rule
	Interrogation may be by leading questions

	RUMT IV
	25
	Voir Dire
	Voir Dire examination of a witness is NOT permitted

	RUMT V
	25
	No offer of proof
	No offers of proof may be requested or tendered

	
	
	Evidence
	

	401-403
	26
	Relevancy
	Only relevant evidence is admissible

	404
	26
	Character Evidence
	Character evidence only admissible to show truthfulness

	601
	26
	Witness Competency
	Every person is competent to be a witness

	602
	26
	Lack of Personal Knowledge
	A witness may not testify to a matter unless evidence is introduced sufficient to support a finding that S/he has personal knowledge of the matter.

	607
	26
	Impeachment
	Used at cross; different from refresh recollection

	701
	27
	Opinions (non-experts)
	Must be rationally based

	702
	27
	Opinions (experts)
	Within scope of expertise

	801-802
	28
	Hearsay
	Not admissible

	803-804
	28-29
	Exceptions to hearsay
	Excited utterance; mental emotional condition; present sense impression; statements for the purposes of diagnosis; business records

	805
	29
	Hearsay within Hearsay
	Not admissible  


	PROCEDURAL
	

	Video Taping
	At discretion of presiding judge

	Case Citations
	May not go outside of case materials

	Scoring judges
	Evaluates each team member using the score sheet provided and casts a ballot for the team that receives the most points

	Presiding Judge
	Rules on motions, controls courtroom, and  evaluates each team member using the score sheet provided and casts a ballot for the team that receives the most points  to provide a tie-breaker ballot

	Physical Evidence
	All exhibits have been stipulated as admissible and must not be altered 

	Outstanding Attorney and Witness Awards
	Based on points earned from both SCORING judges.  See page 12/Section VI/Letter F for further instruction

	TRIAL SEQUENCE
	

	Pretrial Conference
	Receive score sheets from competing teams

	Opening the Court
	The bailiff will open the court

	Opening statements
	Plaintiff, then Defense

	Swearing in Witnesses
	The bailiff will swear in the witnesses

	P. Witness #1
	Direct, Cross, Redirect and Recross

	P. Witness #2
	Direct, Cross, Redirect and Recross

	D. Witness #1
	Direct, Cross, Redirect and Recross

	D. Witness #2
	Direct, Cross, Redirect and Recross

	Prep for closing
	Until closing arguments have concluded, team attorneys may communicate only with each other.  None of the performing team members may communicate in any way with the teachers, legal advisors, team members not performing in that round, or any other observers.  This restriction includes breaks during the trial.  

	Closing
	Plaintiff, Defense and Plaintiff rebuttal (opt.)

	Post-trial Objections
	Scoring judges retire, presiding judge entertains post-trial objections, then joins scoring judges in tallying ballots. During the post-trial objection phase of the trial, attorneys may communicate with the witnesses, bailiff and timekeeper performing in the actual round.

	Deliberations
	Judges tally score sheets to determine ballots for team and scoring judges tally score sheets to determine witness and attorney award winners

	Conclusion of Trial
	The bailiff calls court back in session

	Debriefing
	Provide feedback for teams (12 minutes total), announce attorney and witness awards.  DO NOT ANNOUNCE WHO WON THE ROUND!

	TIME LIMITS
	

	Opening
	4 minutes each

	Direct and Redirect
	20 minutes for BOTH witnesses

	Cross and Recross
	18 minutes for BOTH witnesses

	Prep for Closing
	2 minutes

	Closing
	5 minutes each

	Plaintiff rebuttal
	2 minutes (opt.)

	Total Trial Time (opt.)
	108 minutes


