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IN CELL PHONE GPS TRACKING LAW SUIT, 

LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ARGUE RIGHT TO PRIVACY



(City).  On Friday, February 3  ______ (Name of Courthouse) Courthouse will be awash with lawyers and witnesses on who are trying to discern whether a student’s rights were violated when police used a warrantless search of cell phone records to track his movements. 

Its all part of a fictional Mock Trial case from the Ohio Center for Law-Related Education, which coincidentally mirrors an actual case currently making its way through the justice system.  


Final case preparations are underway as more than 3500 students from 350 teams and 150 schools around Ohio polish their opening statements and closing arguments and witnesses for both prosecution and defense review their testimonies as part of their team’s entry into the 29th annual Ohio Mock Trial Competition.  The Ohio Mock Trial Competition is the state’s largest high school academic competition and the second largest High School Mock Trial program in the nation. 

Here in (city) ______, students from (names of schools or number of schools) _____ will compete at one of the 30 district level competitions with the first round occurring from (times) and the second round from (times).  Each year the Center writes an original, Constitution based case meant to inform the students of their rights as citizens as well as help them develop critical thinking, reading, writing, public speaking and listening skills.

In this year’s case, Storm Jackson, a college freshman, is accused of stealing prescription drugs while attending two real estate open houses and while visiting at the houses of two friends.  The Defendant and his parents’ names were on a sign-in list at both of the open houses.  Without a warrant, the police subpoenaed and obtained Storm Jackson’s cell phone GPS records before he was arrested. Storm Jackson has filed a motion to suppress claiming that the evidence seized was the result of an improper search and seizure that violated his Fourth Amendment rights.


To maximize student learning in the competition, a team of five to eleven students must prepare both plaintiff and defense cases, and participate in two trials against different teams.  District winners from throughout the state will advance to the regional competition on Friday, February 24.  The state finals are March 8-10 in Columbus.  The state winner will compete in the national competition in Albuquerque, New Mexico in May.


The Ohio Center for Law-Related Education designs programs to assist teachers in teaching students about government, citizenship, and the law.  The Center is sponsored by the Supreme Court of Ohio, the Ohio Attorney General’s Office, the Ohio State Bar Association, and the American Civil Liberties Union of Ohio Foundation.  In addition, the Ohio Mock Trial competition is made possible, in part, by a grant from the Ohio State Bar Foundation.
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