[image: image1.png]OHIO CENTER FOR LAW-RELATED EDUCATION

Creating Star Ployers for Our Democracy

-,

d
A












October, 2007
Dear NAME:


This fall the Ohio Center for Law-Related Education celebrated the twenty-fifth year of its Ohio High School Mock Trial Program.  The Mock Trial Program affords high school students from across the state an opportunity to enhance their understanding of the law through classroom study and participation in approximately thirty-one district competitions, nine regional competitions and the State Mock Trial Competition.  Since the first state-wide competition was held in 1983, this critical learning experience has grown from thirty-four teams, 300 students and 100 volunteer judges and lawyers, to nearly 400 teams, 3,600 students and more than 900 volunteer judges and lawyers.  Ohio Mock Trial is now the third largest program in the nation.


Each year, the Ohio Center for Law-Related Education, with assistance from a volunteer attorney case committee, develops an original case involving a constitutional issue.  Students are provided with materials that enable them to portray witnesses and lawyers on both sides of the case.  At each level of the competition, teams present their case to a three-member panel of a presiding judge and two scoring judges.  The students appreciate this opportunity to present their positions to experienced, knowledgeable judges and attorneys.


The Ohio Mock Trial Program is viewed by educators as an excellent learning tool, in part because of the participation and feedback to students of judges and attorneys who serve as presiding and scoring judges.  I invite you to become involved in the 2008 Ohio Mock Trial Competition by volunteering to serve as a judge for the (district/regional) competition, to be held (place, date and time).  


If you are available to participate in judging this competition, please (return enclosed letter, contact me via email, phone, etc.).  On behalf of the Ohio Center for Law-Related Education, thank you for your assistance in educating Ohio’s youth and thereby strengthening the rule of law in our democracy. 









Sincerely,

NAME







