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Ohio High School Mock Trial Errata Sheet

Last Updated January 24, 2012
10/04/11
Page 11, Section IV, Letter A: (revision/addition italicized):

 “A mock trial team may be a school or a community team and consists of a minimum of five to a maximum of eleven students (including alternates) on the official roster from the same high school (if the team is affiliated with a high school), a team advisor, and a legal advisor. A community team is a mock trial team which consists of students from a single high school, multiple high schools or multiple home school programs which does not sponsor a mock trial team.  A community team may only exist with the approval of OCLRE. The team will have two attorneys (two different students), two witnesses (two different students), and a bailiff/timekeeper, playing Plaintiff and Defense sides of the case.  If for any reason, including illness or other commitments, your team drops below the minimum number of students (five) your team will forfeit its right to continue in the competition.  This is without exception.  An individual student can be listed and serve on only one team. Members of the team must be listed on the Official Team Roster that is turned in with the competition registration form.  Only those students listed on the Official Team Roster may participate in District, Regional and State Competition.  Although the team members must remain the same between the District, Regional and State competition, the members may change the parts they play.  It is strongly suggested that a school submit a complete roster of eleven team members.  A student at a school which does not have a mock trial team may compete at another area high school or join a community team with permission of the OCLRE. 

10/18/11

Is it a mistake that in the witness statements of Peyton Thurber on lines 47-48 and Drew King on lines 259- 260 it states that only Mr. and Mrs. Jackson and their son Storm Jackson, Courtney Smith, and Riley Hines were the only names that appeared on both open house lists, but Exhibits B and C also show Pennie Lee as having been at both open houses?

Yes, lines 47-48 and 259-260 should also reflect that Pennie Lee was also at both open houses.
Is the GPA data sent to Sprizon the locations of the user throughout the entire hour, or the single location of the user when the data is transmitted to the company? GPS data is transmitted as the single location of the user whenever the user’s phone makes contact with the cell tower (e.g., when texting, making or receiving a call, using an app that requires internet access). 
Regarding Exhibit A - what is the scale of the map shown? 

The city adheres to a standard block size of 17 blocks per mile. These specifics are provided in the city’s official, publicly-available urban planning information.
11/1/11
If the defendant bears the burden of proof, will they go first in the closing arguments?
The order of the trial will follow as page 19, #14 of the HSMT Case Manual states: “Counsel for the Plaintiff will present his/her closing argument first, followed by the Defense’s closing argument.  Counsel for the Plaintiff has the option of a two minute rebuttal after Defense’s closing argument. ”.
11/15/11
On Line 63 of Peyton Thurber’s statement:  Who exactly was interviewed.  Was it just the homeowner’s or the individuals who appeared on both Open House Lists?

No further response is necessary
Can you clarify the age of Storm  Jackson at the item that he signed the contract with the cell phone company ? 

See  answer, below
Storm Jackson:  was he 18 when he signed the contract?
The contract is valid and binding
According to line 191, Glenn City has 50,000 residents.  But line 365 suggests that the population is between 250,000 and 750,000.  Which is it?

500,000.

One of the answers posted onto the Mock Trial Errata Sheet on 10/18/11 explained that Storm Jackson's "GPS data is transmitted ... whenever the user's phone makes contact with the cell tower (e.g., ... receiving a call ...)."  Does Storm have to answer her/his cell phone in order for the GPS data to be transmitted, or is it transmitted automatically, without Storm doing anything, whenever someone calls Storm's cell phone (such as was the case in the Forest opinion)?

GPS data is transmitted automatically, even without Storm doing anything

My legal advisor and I are still confused about the order of argument in the closing arguments.  Addie keeps referring us to p. 46 of the Mock Trial book, but that does not describe the order of argument in the closing arguments.  If indeed the defense still has the burden of proof, why wouldn't they go first in the closings, then have the right of rebuttal at the end?  Shouldn't the side who has the burden of proof always have the final word?  We are still confused.  Who has the right of rebuttal and WHY?

No further response is necessary. We have set up the procedure for the mock trial competition and the State will go first.

Defense witness Ruby:  Is there any educational background or employment experience for Quinn Ruby?

No

Defense witnesses Ruby and Fitzgerald:  do either of them know anything about the case?  Can they be asked about the case in direct or cross?

Refer the question to your legal advisor

Peyton Thurber  on page 64 says I narrowed down the suspect to Peyton Jackson.  Did you mean to ask  suspects or suspect  ?  Suspect 
12/6/11

Having reviewed the case file, it is not clear to me whether the standard hearsay rules apply. In a suppression hearing, whether in State court in Ohio or Federal court, testimony is admissible despite being 

hearsay evidence otherwise inadmissible at trial.   Federal and State courts have held that the Rules of 

Evidence do not apply, and hearsay in these proceedings does not implicate Sixth Amendment 

concerns. Does this exception apply to the Mock Trial Competition and, if not, will the presiding judges be

made aware that the Mock Trial hearing deviates from the law of suppression hearings in this regard?

Our Rule 101 provides:  Applicability.  "These rules govern proceedings in the Ohio Mock Trial Program and are the only basis for objections in the Ohio Mock Trial Program."  I conclude, therefore, that the hearsay rules, Rule 801-805, apply to our proceedings, even if they would not in an actual suppression hearing.  But we certainly should make sure the presiding judges are aware of this.
12/21/11
Is there a difference between "historical cell site info." pg. 57 line 66 and "phone detail records" pg. 61 line 158?

No further response is necessary.

  In Exhibit A, are the roads shown public roads? If so, can Sammy Delane or Peyton Thurber testify to this?

No further response is necessary.

 Because Jaden Fitzgerald is an attorney and head of EIPG, is he/she familiar with the legal holdings of the various court cases in the materials, such as Katz v. United States?

No further response is necessary.

 

We are wondering if you can elaborate on the position and authority of Shannon Gannon in Sprizon Wireless (as in, was Gannon a clerk, manager, technician, etc.?).  

No further response is necessary.

1/24/12

May the Supreme Court decision in United States v. Jones be used in trial?

The Supreme Court opinion in Jones may not be used. No part of any case that is not quoted or summarized in the case packet may be discussed. Please see Procedural Rule of Mock Trial Competition I(A) on p.16 of the case packet.

Even though Quinn Ruby has no educational background, do we know how long Ruby has been working at Consumer Grade Electronics? 

No further response is necessary.

