MIDDLE SCHOOL MOCK TRIAL

OHIO GRADE LEVEL INDICATORS/BENCHMARKS

Language Arts

Acquisition of Vocabulary – context clues, connotation/denotation, multiple resources to enhance comprehension


Comprehension Strategies – read for a purpose, summarize, compare/infer/analyze/ synthesize/evaluate, ask & respond to questions to gain meaning


Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text – cause/effect, fact/opinion, explain how main ideas connect to each other in a variety of sources, identify arguments and persuasive techniques, examine ideas from different texts to draw conclusions about a topic, determine the extent to which a summary accurately reflects the main idea and critical details


Literary Text – differentiate between points of view; analyze interactions between characters and how they affect the plot


Writing Process – determine audience and purpose, use revision strategies, select more affective vocabulary


Writing Applications – produce essays that convey a perspective and support with details, facts, examples; use persuasive strategies


Communications: Oral and Visual – use effective listening strategies, use effective presentation techniques, use persuasive techniques, present ideas in a logical sequence

Social Studies

A New Nation – explain the political challenges faced in writing the Constitution and the Bill of Rights 


Government – examine the interaction of people and governments, explain why governments are necessary, compare/contrast different Rights and codes of law, interpret Rights as defined by the Constitution, define freedom

Citizenship Rights and Responsibilities – examine opportunities for citizen participation, show connections between the rights and responsibilities of citizenship, evaluate the role of historical figures in structuring individual rights


Skills and Methods – Use multiple sources to obtain information, research different perspectives


Thinking and Organizing – evaluate credibility of sources, organize information, analyze information in order to summarize and draw conclusions


Communicating Information – communicate and support a position, compare viewpoints and frames of reference related to important events in history


Working Together to Solve Problems and Make Decisions – work effectively in a group, demonstrate leadership, reflect on the performance of a group
