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U.S. Studies from 1492 to 1877: 
Exploration through Reconstruction

Historical Thinking and Skills

Historical thinking begins with a clear sense of time – past, present and future – and becomes more precise as students progress.  Historical thinking includes skills such as locating, researching, analyzing, and interpreting primary and secondary sources so that students can begin to understand the relationships among events and draw conclusions.

Content Statement

· Primary and secondary sources are used to examine events from multiple perspectives and to present and defend a position.
· All units apply, especially when preparing for the culminating hearing.

Colonization to Independence

European countries established colonies in North America as a means of increasing wealth and power. As the English colonies developed their own governments and economies, they resisted domination by the monarchy, rebelled and fought for independence.

Content Statements
· North America, originally inhabited by American Indians, was explored and colonized by Europeans for economic and religious reasons.
· Unit 1:  Lesson 1
· The practice of race-based slavery led to the forced migration of Africans to the American colonies. Their knowledge and traditions contributed to the development of those colonies and the United States.
· Unit 1:  Lesson 1
· The ideas of the Enlightenment and dissatisfaction with colonial rule led English colonists to write the Declaration of Independence and launch the American Revolution.
· Unit 1:  Lesson 2-5;  Unit 2:  Lessons 7-9

A New Nation

The United States shifted in governing philosophy from a loosely organized system characterized by strong states’ rights to a federal system.

Content Statements

· The outcome of the American Revolution was national independence and new political, social and economic relationships for the American people.
· Unit 2:  Lesson 10 & 11
· Problems arising under the Articles of Confederation led to debate over the adoption of the U.S. Constitution.
· Unit 2:  Lesson 11
· Actions of early presidential administrations established a strong federal government, provided peaceful transitions of power and repelled a foreign invasion.
· Unit 3:  Lesson 19
Civil War and Reconstruction

Sectional differences divided the North and South prior to the American Civil War. Both the American Civil War and resulting period of Reconstruction had significant consequences for the nation.

Content Statement
· The Reconstruction period resulted in changes to the U.S. Constitution, an affirmation of federal authority and lingering social and political differences.
· Unit 4:  Lesson 25
Geography

Human systems represent the settlement and structures created by people on Earth’s surface. The growth, distribution and movements of people are driving forces behind human and physical events. Geographers study patterns in culture and the changes that result from human processes, migrations and the diffusion of new cultural traits.

Content Statements

· The movement of people, products and ideas resulted in new patterns of settlement and land use that influenced the political and economic development of the United States.
· Unit 1:  Lesson 1
· Americans began to develop a common national identity among its diverse regional and cultural populations based on democratic ideals.
· Unit 2:  Lessons 10 & 11
Civic Participation and Skills

Civic participation embraces the ideal that an individual actively engages in his or her community, state or nation for the common good. Students need to practice effective communication skills including negotiation, compromise and collaboration. Skills in accessing and analyzing information are essential for citizens in a democracy.

Content Statements

· Participation in social and civic groups can lead to the attainment of individual and public goals.
· Unit 6:  Lesson 30
· Informed citizens understand how media and communication technology influence public opinion.
· Unit 4:  Lesson 18, Unit 6:  Lessons 28-30
Roles and Systems of Government

The purpose of government in the United States is to establish order, protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good. Governments may be organized in different ways and have limited or unlimited powers.

Content Statements
· The U.S. Constitution established a federal system of government, a representative democracy and a framework with separation of powers and checks and balances.
· Unit 3:  Lessons 12-16;  Unit 4:  Lesson 17 & 19
· The U.S. Constitution protects citizens’ rights by limiting the powers of government.
· Unit 3:  Lessons 15 & 16
