	Youth for Justice – English Language Arts Alignment

Standards & Benchmarks by Grade Band

	Standards for Grade Band 3-4 
English Language Arts (Writing)
Benchmarks - Writing Processes:


B. Determine audience and purpose for self-selected and assigned 
writing tasks.

D. Spend the necessary amount of time to revisit, rework and refine 
pieces of writing.

E. Use revision strategies to improve the coherence of ideas, clarity 
of sentence structure and effectiveness of word choices.

F. Use a variety of resources and reference materials to select more effective vocabulary when editing.

G. Edit to improve sentence fluency, grammar and usage.

H. Apply tools to judge the quality of writing

I. Prepare writing for publication that is legible, follows an appropriate format and uses techniques such as electronic resources and graphics.

Benchmarks – Writing Applications:

C. Write formal and informal letters that include important details and follow correct letter format.

D. Write informational reports that include facts, details and examples that illustrate an important idea.

Benchmarks – Writing Conventions:


A. Write legibly in finished drafts.

B. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly.

C. Use conventions of punctuation and capitalization in written work.

D. Use grammatical structures to effectively communicate ideas in 
writing.

English Language Arts

Benchmarks – Research:

A. Identify a topic of study, construct questions and determine appropriate sources for gathering information.

B. Select and summarize important information and sort key findings into categories about a topic.

C. Create a list of sources used for oral, visual, written or multimedia 
reports.

D. Communicate findings orally, visually and in writing or through 
multimedia.

Benchmarks – Communication: Oral and Visual:


A. Demonstrate active listening strategies by asking clarifying 
questions and responding to questions with appropriate elaboration.


C. Use clear and specific vocabulary to communicate ideas and to 
establish tone appropriate to the topic, audience and purpose.


E. Organize presentations to provide a beginning, middle and ending 
and include concrete details.


F. Clarify information in presentations through the use of important 
details from a variety of sources, effective organization and a clear 
focus.


G. Deliver a variety of presentations, using visual materials as 
appropriate.

Standards for Grade Band 4-7

English Language Arts (Reading)

Benchmarks – Acquisition of Vocabulary


F. Use multiple resources to enhance comprehension of vocabulary.

Benchmarks – Reading Process: Concepts of Print, Comprehension Strategies, and Self-Monitoring Strategies


A. Determine a purpose for reading and use a range of reading 
comprehension strategies to better understand text.


B. Apply effective reading comprehension strategies, including 
summarizing and making predictions and comparisons, using 
information in text, between text and across subject areas.


C. Make meaning through asking and responding to a variety of 
questions related to text.


D. Apply self-monitoring strategies to clarify confusion about text 
and to monitor comprehension.
Benchmarks – Reading Applications: Informational, Technical, and Persuasive Text


A. Use text features and graphics to organize, analyze and draw 
inferences from content and to gain additional information.


B. Recognize the difference between cause and effect and fact and 
opinion to analyze text.


C. Explain how main ideas connect to each other in a variety of 
sources.


D. Identify arguments and persuasive techniques used in 
informational 
text.


E. Explain the treatment, scope and organization of ideas from 
different texts to draw conclusions about a topic.
Standards for Grade Band 5-7

English Language Arts (Writing)
Benchmarks – Writing Processes


A. Generate writing topics and establish a purpose appropriate for the 
audience.


B. Determine audience and purpose for self-selected and assigned 
writing tasks.


C. Clarify ideas for writing assignments by using graphics or other 
organizers.


D. Use revision strategies to improve the overall organization, the 
clarity 
and consistency of ideas within and among paragraphs and the 
logic and effectiveness of word choices.


E. Select more effective vocabulary when editing by using a variety 
of resources and reference materials.


F. Edit to improve fluency, grammar and usage.

G. Apply tools to judge the quality of writing.


H. Prepare writing for publication that is legible, follows an 
appropriate format and uses techniques such as electronic resources 
and graphics.
Benchmarks – Writing Applications


C. Produce letters (e.g., business, letters to the editor, job 
applications) that address audience needs, stated purpose and context 
in a clear and efficient manner.


D. Produce informational essays or reports that convey a clear and 
accurate perspective and support the main ideas with facts, details, 
examples and explanations.


E. Use persuasive strategies, including establishing a clear position in 
support of a proposition or a proposal with organized and relevant 
evidence.
Benchmarks – Writing Conventions


A. Use correct spelling conventions.


B. Use conventions of punctuation and capitalization in written work.


C. Use grammatical structures to effectively communicate ideas in 
writing.
English Language Arts
Benchmarks - Research


A. Formulate open-ended research questions suitable for inquiry and 
investigation and develop a plan for gathering information.


B. Locate and summarize important information from multiple 
sources.


C. Organize information in a systematic way.

D. Acknowledge quoted and paraphrased information and document 
sources used.


E. Communicate findings orally, visually and in writing or through 
multimedia.
Benchmarks – Communication: Oral and Visual


A. Use effective listening strategies, summarize major ideas and draw 
logical inferences from presentations and visual media.


C. Vary language choice and use effective presentation techniques 
including voice modulation and enunciation.


D. Select an organizational structure appropriate to the topic, 
audience, setting and purpose.


E. Present ideas in a logical sequence and use effective introductions 
and conclusions that guide and inform a listener’s understanding of 
key ideas.


F. Give presentations using a variety of delivery methods, visual 
materials and technology.
Standards for Grade Band 8-10

English Language Arts (Reading)

Benchmarks – Acquisition of Vocabulary


F. Use multiple resources to enhance comprehension of vocabulary.
Benchmarks – Reading Process: Concepts of Print, Comprehension  Strategies, and Self-Monitoring Strategies

A. Apply reading comprehension strategies to understand grade 
appropriate text.


B. Demonstrate comprehension of print and electronic text by 
responding to questions (e.g., literal, inferential, evaluative and 
synthesizing).


C. Use appropriate self-monitoring strategies for comprehension.
Benchmarks – Reading Applications: Informational, Technical, and Persuasive Text


A. Evaluate how features and characteristics make information 
accessible and usable and how structures help authors achieve their 
purposes.

English Language Arts (Writing)

Benchmarks – Writing Processes


B. Determine the usefulness of organizers and apply appropriate pre-
writing tasks.


C. Use revision strategies to improve the style, variety of sentence 
structure, clarity of the controlling idea, logic, effectiveness of word 
choice and transitions between paragraphs, passages or ideas.


D. Edit to improve sentence fluency, grammar and usage.


E. Apply tools to judge the quality of writing.


F. Prepare writing for publication that is legible, follows an 
appropriate format and uses techniques such as electronic resources 
and graphics.
Benchmarks – Writing Applications


C. Produce letters (e.g., business, letters to the editor, job 
applications) that follow the conventional style appropriate to the 
text and that include appropriate details and exclude extraneous 
details and inconsistencies.


E. Write a persuasive piece that states a clear position, includes 
relevant information and offers compelling evidence in the form of 
facts and details.
Benchmarks – Writing Conventions 

A. Use correct spelling conventions.


B. Use correct punctuation and capitalization.


C. Demonstrate understanding of the grammatical conventions of the 
English language.
English Language Arts

Benchmarks – Research


A. Formulate open-ended research questions suitable for investigation 
and adjust questions as necessary while research is conducted.


B. Evaluate the usefulness and credibility of data and sources.

C. Organize information from various resources and select 
appropriate sources to support central ideas, concepts and themes.


E. Communicate findings, reporting on the substance and processes 
orally, visually and in writing or through multimedia.

Benchmarks – Communication: Oral and Visual


D. Demonstrate an understanding of effective speaking strategies by


selecting appropriate language and adjusting presentation techniques.


E. Give informational presentations that present ideas in a logical 
sequence, include relevant facts and details from multiple sources and 
use a consistent organizational structure.


F. Provide persuasive presentations that use varied speaking 


techniq
ues and strategies and include a clear controlling idea or 
thesis.


G. Give presentations using a variety of delivery methods, visual 
displays and technology.
Project phases that are bold and underlined indicate that the accompanying Benchmarks are essential – the project cannot be completed without incorporating them.  Other Benchmarks are important to implementing the project but can be emphasized, or not, based on the priorities of the advisor/teacher. 
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