With the advent of the new Social Studies 2010 standards, the Ohio Mock Trial Program continues to serve well as an integrated, exciting activity that brings state standards to mastery for students.  Whether under the auspices of previous state benchmarks which are still provided here, or the new topics and indicators of the 2010 Ohio Social Studies standards, the Ohio Mock Trial Program, ‘maps on’ with state standards in an exciting and engaging way.

It goes without saying that the Ohio Mock Trial Program brings to life the entire Civic Skills and Participation strand as delineated grades K-12 by the state of Ohio.  However, given that the Ohio Mock Trial Program has competition grade constraints as a middle school and high school programs, only standards in those grade levels have specifically been addressed here.

The 2010 Social Studies Standards, unlike the 2002 Standards, are course embedded.  Consequently they are presented here as such with the course listed before the topic.  The Ohio Mock Trial Program aligns to Ohio curriculum and the 2010 standards in the following manner:


	



Alignment  At the High School Level:  
Course – Topic - description
Standard(s)

American History and Modern World History - Topic: Historical Thinking and Skills: Students apply skills by utilizing a variety of resources to construct theses and support or refute contentions made by others. Alternative explanations of historical events are analyzed and questions of historical inevitability are explored. (09-12)
Content Standards
1.  Historical events provide opportunities to examine alternative courses of action. (09-12)
2.  The use of primary and secondary sources of information includes an examination of the credibility of each source. (09-12)
3. Historians develop theses and use evidence to support or refute positions. (09-12)
4.  Historians analyze cause, effect, sequence, and correlation in historical events, including multiple causation and long- and short-term causal relations. (09-12)

Government - Topic:  Civic Involvement:  Students can engage societal problems and participate in opportunities to contribute to the common good through governmental and nongovernmental channels. (09-12)
Content Standards:
1. Opportunities for civic engagement with the structures of government are made possible through political and public policy processes. (09-12)
2.Political parties, interest groups and the media provide opportunities for civic involvement through various means. (09-12)

Contemporary World Issues – Topic:  Global Connections:  The 21st century is characterized by changing circumstances as new economies emerge and new technologies change the way people interact. Issues related to health, economics, security and the environment are universal. (09-12)
Content Standard:
2.Advances in communications technology have profound effects on the ability of governments, interest groups, individuals and the media to share information across national and cultural borders. (09-12)

Government - Topic:  Civic Participation and Skills:  Democratic government is enhanced when individuals exercise the skills to effectively participate in civic affairs. (09-12)
Content Standards:
3.Issues can be analyzed through the critical use of information from public records, surveys, research data and policy positions of advocacy groups. (09-12)
4.The processes of persuasion, compromise, consensus building and negotiation contribute to the resolution of conflicts and differences. (09-12)

Contemporary World Issues—Topic: Civic Participation and Skills: Individuals and groups have the capacity to engage with others to impact global issues. (09-12)
Content Standards: 
3.Individuals can evaluate media messages that are constructed using particular tools, characteristics and conventions for unique purposes. Different communication methods affect how people define and act on issues. (09-12)
4.Individuals can assess how effective communicators address diverse audiences. (09-12)
5.Individuals can identify, assess and evaluate world events, engage in deliberative civil debate and influence public processes to address global issues. (09-12)
6.Effective civic participation involves identifying problems or dilemmas, proposing appropriate solutions, formulating action plans, and assessing the positive and negative results of actions taken. (09-12)
7.Individuals can participate through non-governmental and non-profit organizations to help address humanitarian needs. (09-12)

Government- Topic:  Basic Principles of the U.S. Constitution:  Principles related to representative democracy are reflected in the articles and amendments of the U.S. Constitution and provide structure for the government of the United States. (09-12)
Content Standards: 
5. As the supreme law of the land, the U.S. Constitution incorporates basic principles which help define the government of the United States as a federal republic including its structure, powers and relationship with the governed. (09-12)
6. Constitutional government in the United States has changed over time as a result of amendments to the U.S. Constitution, Supreme Court decisions, legislation and informal practices. (09-12)

Contemporary World Issues  - Topic:  Civil and Human Rights: There are challenges to civil rights and human rights throughout the world. Politics, economics and culture can all influence perceptions of civil and human rights. (09-12)
Content Standards: 
8.Beliefs about civil and human rights vary among social and governmental systems. (09-12)
9.Nations and international organizations pursue their own interests on issues related to civil and human rights, resulting in both conflict and cooperation particularly as it relates to injustices against minority groups. (09-12)

Government- Topic: Structure and Functions of Federal Government: Three branches compose the basic structure of the federal government.  Public policy is created through the making of laws , the executing of laws, and the adjudicating of disputes under the laws. (09-12)
Content Standards:
7.Law and public policy are created and implemented by three branches of government; each functions with its own set of powers and responsibilities. (09-12)
8.The political process creates a dynamic interaction among the three branches of government in addressing current issues. (09-12)

Government- Topic: Role of the People: The government of the United States protects the freedoms of its people and provides opportunities for citizens to participate in the political process. (09-12) 
Content Standards:
9.In the United States, people have rights which protect them from undue governmental interference. Rights carry responsibilities which help define how people use their rights and which require respect for the rights of others. (09-12)
10.Historically, the United States has struggled with majority rule and the extension of minority rights. As a result of this struggle, the government has increasingly extended civil rights to marginalized groups and broadened opportunities for participation. (09-12)


Contemporary World Issues – Topic:  Sustainability:  An increasingly global society is faced with the interdependency of ecological, social and economic systems. The functioning of these systems determines the sustainability of natural and human communities at local, regional, national and global levels. (09-12)
Content Standard:
11.Decisions about human activities made by individuals and societies have implications for both current and future generations, including intended and unintended consequences. (09-12)

Contemporary World Issues – Topic:  Technology
Content Standards:
14. The development and use of technology influences economic political, ethical and social issues. (09-12)
15. Technologies inevitably involve trade-offs between costs and benefits.  Decisions about the use of products and systems can result in intended and unintended consequences. (09-12)

Government – Topic:  Ohio State and Local Governments: The State of Ohio acts within the framework of the U.S. Constitution and extends powers and functions to local governments. (09-12)
Content Standards:
11.As a framework for the state, the Ohio Constitution compliments the federal structure of government in the United States. (09-12)
12.Individuals in Ohio have a responsibility to assist state and local governments as they address relevant and often controversial problems that directly affect their communities. (09-12)

Government- Topic:  Public Policy
Standards; Federal, state and local governments address problems and issues by making decisions, creating laws, enforcing regulations and taking action.
Content Standards:
13.A variety of entities within the three branches of government, at all levels, address public policy issues  which arise in domestic and international affairs. (09-12)
14.Individuals and organizations play a role within federal, state and local governments in helping to determine public (domestic and foreign) policy. (09-12)




With the advent of the new Social Studies 2010 standards, the Ohio Mock 

Trial Program continues to serve well as an integrated, exciting activity 

that brings state standards to mastery for students.  Whether under the 

auspices

 

of previous state benchmarks

 

which are still provided here

, or 

the new topics and indicators of the 2010 Ohio Social Studies standards, 

the Ohio Mock Trial Program, ‘maps on’ 

with state standards in an exciting 

and engaging way.

 

 

It goes without saying that the Ohio Mock Trial Progra

m

 

brings to life

 

the 

entire Civic Skills and Participation strand 

as delineated 

grades K

-

12

 

by 

the state of Ohio.

  

However, g

iven that the Ohio Mock Trial Program 

has 

competition grade constraints as 

a middle school and 

high school 

program

s

, only standards

 

in those grade levels have specifically been 

addressed here.

 

 

The 

2010 Social Studies Standards, unlike the 2002 Standards, are course 

embedded.  Consequently they are presented here as such

 

with the 

course listed before the topic

.  

The 

Ohio Mock Trial Pr

ogram aligns to 

Ohio curriculum and the 2010 standards in the following manner:

 

 

 

 

 

Alignment  

At the High School Level:  

 

Course 

–

 

Topic 

-

 

description

 

Standard(s)

 

 

American 

History

 

and Modern World History

 

-

 

Topic: Historical Thinking 

and Skills

: 

Students apply skills by utilizing a variety of resources to 

construct theses and support or refute contentions made by others. 

Alternative explanations of historical events are analyzed and questions of 

historical inevitability are explored. (09

-

12)

 

Conte

nt Standards

 

1.

  

Historical events provide opportunities to examine alternative courses 

of action. (09

-

12)

 

2.

  

The use of primary and secondary sources of information includes an 

examination of the credibility of each source. (09

-

12)

 

3. 

Historians develop 

theses and use evidence to support or refute 

positions. (09

-

12)

 

4.

  

Historians analyze cause, effect, sequence, and correlation in 

historical events, including multiple causation and long

-

 

and short

-

term 

causal relations. (09

-

12)

 

 

Government 

-

 

Topic:  Civi

c Involvement

:  

Students can engage societal 

problems and participate in opportunities to contribute to the common 

good through governmental and nongovernmental channels. (09

-

12)

 

