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Executive Branch of Ohio’s State Government
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BACKGROUND FOR THE TEACHER
There are three branches of government. The executive branch enforces the laws. At the local level, the head of the executive branch is often the city’s mayor. Ohio’s executive branch is headed by Ohio’s governor. The governor lives in the Governor’s Mansion located in Bexley, close to downtown Columbus. The governor’s office is located on the first floor of the Ohio Statehouse in downtown Columbus on Capitol Square. The job of the governor is to carry out and enforce the laws, making sure people follow the laws and rules made by the General Assembly. The governor works with other members within the executive branch who are elected or appointed by him/her. The governor also appoints individuals to commissions to help accomplish the tasks set for the term’s agenda. 
Qualifications of the Governor
According to….
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KEY CONCEPTS TO BE REINFORCED BY THE TEACHER
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· The governor has many roles during the day and during time in office. A strong team of leaders is needed in the executive branch to help make decisions, explain policies and enforce laws.  

· It is important for students to realize that not only the governor runs the state. Although he/she is Chief Executive Officer for Ohio, as any leader, the governor needs a team to help succeed. 
· The governor’s cabinet members and other executive branch members play an important role in Ohio’s job, education, and business growth, as well as direct services to citizens. These cabinet members have great state level responsibilities, but are also a link to the local community. The cabinet members work with their local officials for the benefit of all Ohio cities, villages and townships.
· Talk with your students about the qualities that are important for holding such jobs. What qualities…
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Get a View of Ohio’s Movers and Shakers:
Ohio’s Governors through History
TO THE TEACHER

This activity asks students to research one of Ohio’s governors to help them understand the impact a governor can have on the state.  A list of Ohio’s governors is provided, and for the purposes of this activity some have been identified as “movers and shakers”.  These governors (whose names appear in bold on the list) were known for having a significant event or impact during their term of office.  They also represent several different time periods in Ohio’s history.

The suggested format for student work is similar to a view master slide.  Templates have been provided.  This format allows students to present a “whole” picture of the governor, with various sections, unlike a presentation such as a power point that shows parts.  However, any format could be used at the teacher’s or students’ discretion.  Choices could include….
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Voting for More Than the Governor

Elected Members of Ohio’s Executive Branch

The governor is the head of the executive branch at the state level of government. The job of running the state cannot be done alone—there are several persons on the executive branch team who help. Some of these people are elected by the citizens of the state, and some are appointed by the governor.

The following officers are elected by the people in Ohio to serve as part of the executive team of the state. When you are 18 years old, you will vote for the candidates you think will be best for each office.  It is important to know what these officials do.

Read the descriptions of each job, and then talk with your class about why you think these workers are elected to their posts. 

· Identify the responsibilities they have to the people of Ohio.
· Define the qualities and traits you think the people who hold these offices should have. 

· Explain why voters in smaller communities or voters in large cities might have different answers.
Lieutenant Governor – Elected as the running mate of the Governor. The duties of this office include…
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ASSESSMENT:  Ohio’s Executive Branch
1. The governor’s office and home (while he/she is in office) is located in or near
a. Cleveland

b. Columbus

c. Cincinnati

d. Toledo

2. Of the following, who is not an elected member of Ohio’s Executive Branch?

a. Attorney General

b. Secretary of State

c. Ohio Lottery Commission Director

d. Lieutenant Governor

3. If the governor dies while in office, who takes his/her place?
a. Attorney General

b. Secretary of State

c. Ohio Lottery Commission Director

d. Lieutenant Governor

Extended response (6 points)
	Six members of Ohio’s executive branch are elected, while 23 other departments have appointed directors. Explain why it is important….
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